TWO WINGS
“The world of humanity has two wings -- one is women and the other
men. Not until both wings are equally developed can the bird fly. Should
one wing remain weak, flight is impossible. Not until the world of
women becomes equal to the world of men in the acquisition of virtues
and perfections, can success and prosperity be attained as they ought to
be.”
"The world in the past has been ruled by force, and man has dominated
over woman by reason of his more forceful and aggressive qualities both
of body and mind. But the scales are already shifting-force is losing its
weight and mental alertness, intuition, and the spiritual qualities of love
and service, in which woman is strong, are gaining ascendancy. Hence
the new age will be an age less masculine, and more permeated with the
feminine ideals-or, to speak more exactly, will be an age in which the
masculine and feminine elements of civilization will be more properly
balanced."
‘Without the qualities, talents, and skills of both women and men full
economic and social development of the planet becomes impossible.’
“As long as women are prevented from attaining their highest
possibilities, so long will men be unable to achieve the greatness which
might be theirs.”
“When women participate fully and equally in the affairs of the world…
war will cease.”
(http://reference.bahai.org/en/)
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(http://www.unanyc.org/)
Why are women largely excluded from meaningful decision-making when
their participation benefits everyone?... Women and men are equal, and
always have been. This is a spiritual truth whose expression in the world
has been suppressed throughout most of history, owing in part to
imbalanced systems and structures that have long favoured men’s
progress and participation over women’s. While the equality of women
and men is being increasingly acknowledged, this does not automatically
eliminate the impediments that can obstruct its expression in every
dimension of life.
Significant advances have been made in terms of educational access and
the creation of environments for women to thrive alongside men;
nevertheless, far more remains to be accomplished. Systemic and

Bahá’í Academy, Panchgani, Aug. 2019

2|P a g e

TWO WINGS
structural injustice continues to suppress women’s potential, plunging
humanity into crisis after crisis. Until these inequalities are thoroughly
uprooted from the fabric of society, humanity will remain mired in the
conflict, despair, confusion, and imbalance that have come to define
much of modern life. While the path towards prosperity has many
obstacles, it is also paved with hope.
The world civilization to which humanity aspires is one where the material
and spiritual dimensions of life are in harmony, and the material aspects
of civilization, such as commerce and governance, are suffused with
spiritual principles, such as equity and justice. Naturally, the potency and
vigour of a civilization is contingent upon the strength of its component
parts. In this regard there is much to say about the qualities governing the
relationships among the individuals, institutions, and other constituents
that comprise society.
…. A key principle that must be taught from an early age is the oneness of
humanity. Within this, the equality of women and men should be
emphasized. Young people see the contradictions in the world. Words and
concepts alone cannot erase the often harmful messaging assailing them
from all quarters. The inclusion of practical components in which boys and
girls work shoulder to shoulder to identify challenges in their social
environments, and consult on plans to address these, can benefit the
entire community. Likewise, if they are accompanied by more
experienced, trusted members of their communities to carry out acts of
service while given the leeway to identify needs and design progressively
more complex plans over time, the rising generations are assisted to
develop new, healthy patterns of thought and action. From a young age,
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youth will learn that true leadership is characterized by selfless service, is
borne by boys and girls equally, and is achieved through consultation,
cooperation, and commitment to long-term action. (To read the full
article: https://www.bic.org/statements/toward-prosperity-role-womenand-men-building-flourishing-world-civilization )
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