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1. What's Religion? i s=m &2

Abdu'l-Baha says: “The organization of God is one; the evolution of
existence is one; the divine system is one; whether they be small or

great beings, all are subject to one law and system.” (abdu'l-Baha, n.d., p. 198)
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He then says:

"Religion... consists in the necessary relationships deriving from
the reality of things. The universal Manifestations of God, being
aware of the mysteries of creation, are fully informed of these

necessary relationships and establish them as the religion of God.”
bdu’l-Baha a, n.d.,, Part 3, 40)
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2. Twofold purpose of religion and scriptures
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A. Create love among people and friendship between the inhabitants of the earth
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B, Bring transformation in the whole character of mankind; its life and the external

conditions
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3. Role of religion in advancement of civilization
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a. Harmonious interaction between science and religion
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b. Deep influence of religion and science on mankind’s past and its future

destiny
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4. Role of religion in development of individuals as
True Life-Guide
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.. religion has served throughout history as the ultimate

authority in glvmg meaning to life.” (The Universal House of Justice, April
2002)
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5. What the World’s Scriptures have taught humanity
forer & I A AT <Rl T a2

® Service to others

“...see in service to others not only a moral duty, but an avenue for the soul’s own
approach to God. “

(ibid)
= | ove one another

“Love is the most powerful force in the universe. It is a basic teaching of ALL the

religions/.. Love can keep people and nations united in harmony with each other." (urneyb..
{ - 2007)
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Gems from the scriptures about love
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= from the Hindu teachings : "Let a man feel hatred for no contingent being,...
(ibid, pp.84-85)
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= from the Zoroastrian teachings: Love your fellows; console the afflicted;
Pardon those who have done you wrong...(zoroaster, n.d.)
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= from the Buddhist teachings: There is only one eternal law: Hate never
destroys hate; only love does... (Jurney D.., 2007, pp. 84-85)
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= from the Jewish teachings: "| command thee this day to love the Lord thy
God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments (ibid)
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= from the Christian teachings: "No man hath seen God at any time. If we love
one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.”(ibid)
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from the Islamic teachings: "...And whoever shall have won the merit of a
good deed, we will increase good to him therewith; for God is much forgiving,
ever responsive to gratitude."(ibid)
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®»from the Baha'i teachings: "...order your lives in
accordance with the first principle of the divine
teachings, which is love.” (aAbdu’I-Baha. In Jurney D.., 2007)
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6. The way forward 211 &t Tt

» A. Religious leadership acknowledge that religion and science

are the two indispensable knowledge systems. (the universal House of
Justice, April 2002)
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B. Vigorously promote interfaith activities such as interfaith
prayers, discourse and community projects
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» C. “...the rising fires of religious prejudice will ignite a worldwide
conflagration the consequences of which are unthinkable. ...The crisis calls
on religious leadership for a break with the past ...“(ibid)
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= D. Welcome the provision in the NEP 2020 that recommends students at
igher education institutions to have "more detailed knowledge of
various cultures, religions, languages, gender identities, etc. to sensitize
and develop respect for diversity." (MHRD, 2020,9.1.2, p.33)
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Unity Prayer terar areET

= “0O Thou kind Lord! Thou hast created all humanity from the
same stock... O Thou kind Lord! Unite all. Let the religions

agree ... in perfect harmony.” (Abdu'l-Baha)
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