“Making of a Symphony”
Celebrating the 35th Founding Year
of the Baha’í Academy
(1982-2017)
A Report
As the invitees started to confirm their participation at the Celebration of the 35th
Founding Year of the Bahá’í Academy on 3rd Sept. 2017, the joy of having so many longstanding collaborators as well as new partners began to multiply. The plan was to
acknowledge their precious role in promoting Education in Universal Human Values
among the youth and teachers for nearly two decades, to reflect together on the
achievements and to plan the way ahead.
Preparations for the Function started a couple of months prior when the Academy staff
members visited various collaborating institutions and Academy’s research guides to
consult about their action plans for 2017-18 and beyond. The action plans would address
orientation of teachers, training of students, refresher courses for administrative staff
members, research in the area of Education in Universal Human Values linked with
application of professional studies, organizing symposia on Universal Human Values and
other activities the institutions may be interested to organize. The responses were very
encouraging as principals happily confirmed their plans for 2017-18.
Visits complete, the Academy staff members, together with a small group of volunteers,
worked hard to make sure everything was in place when the guests arrived for the
anniversary celebration. The photography team was busy taking pictures and videos till
past midnight, capturing the preparation moments for the programme the following
morning.
The 3rd of September 2017 finally arrived. Guests arrived from far and near in small and
large groups. As they stepped onto the Academy Campus each had his/her own special
memories connected with their long association with the Academy. It was the coming
together of a large, extended family, united in their thoughts and harmonized in their
actions!! Hugs and warm handshakes were not formalities; they were the bonds of true
friendships!!
The invitees included present and former Vice-Chancellors of various universities,
Directors of institutions, Principals of colleges, HODs of university departments,
professors and mentors of the Bahá’í Academy, research guides, and members of various
institutions.

The participants then moved to the hall where they were welcomed by Dr Shashikala
Gaikwad, the Asst. Director (Research) of the Bahá’í Academy followed by a unity prayer
and lighting the Samayee lamp. Lesan Azadi, Director of the Bahá’í Academy spoke about
the story of the development of the Bahá’í Academy’s programme of Education in
Universal Human Values since its inception. He said he did not have to tell the story to
the assembled friends, because indeed they were the story itself! He said the Academy’s
programme was a symphony that began with one or two instruments and as it
progressed, new instruments were added by each partner institution and each one of the
assembled friends, enhancing the beauty and impact of the symphony. He narrated the
role each of the members present and expressed the Academy’s deep gratitude to each
one present. He also acknowledged other key players who could not attend the Function
due to some unavoidable circumstances.
As Azadi’s presentation ended with the year 2017, Prof. Ram Takwale, President of the
Indian Consortium for Educational Transformation, former Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Pune, IGNOU and Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University and a
member of the Bahá’í Academy Advisory Committee, took to the podium to speak on the
Academy’s vision beyond 2017, namely 2017-21. Prof Ram Takwale drew the sketch of
educational development over the past century and how the present digital age has
brought with itself great opportunities and challenges to every aspect of human life
including education. He said that the new situation is valid for the Bahá’í Academy’s
programme for 2017-2021, too. Prof. Ram Takwale was followed by other eminent
speakers that included Prof Mankirao M. Salunkhe, the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of Bharati
Vidyapeteh University and former Vice-Chancellor of Shivaji University, Central University
of Rajasthan, Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University and Symbiosis
University, Indore, Prof. Dr D. T. Shirke, Pro Vice-Chancellor of Shivaji University,
Kolhapur, Mr. Vivek Sawant, Managing Director, Maharashtra Knowledge Corporation
Limited, Pune, Prof. Dr. Arun Jamkar, Former Vice-Chancellor of Maharashtra University
of Health Sciences, Nashik, Prof. Dr. Mangesh Teli, ICT Mumbai and member of the Bahá’í
Academy Advisory Committee and Academy’s parent body, the National Spiritual
Assembly of the Bahá’ís of India, and Dr. Derek D’Souza, representing two of the
Academy’s International Collaborating institutions, namely UNESCO’s Bioethics
Programme, Haifa University, Haifa, and International Institute of Organizational
Psychological Medicine, Australia. Transcripts of all the speeches are available elsewhere
in this magazine.
Mr. Vivek Sawant commented in a remarkable manner by saying “This “35th Foundation
Day Celebration is being held in the most ideal way. There are no illuminations,
firecrackers, drums beating, or dances, but there is a serious deliberation about 2021. …
On such occasions, serious deliberations, listening to great scholars, such as Prof Takwale,
about what to do in next five years is not only commendable, but it is very advisable.”
The speeches made by all the distinguished educationists were highly appreciated by all
present who said they felt enriched by attending the programme that had such an
extraordinary impact.

Cutting the Cake:
Cutting the huge 35th Anniversary Cake was welcomed by all!! The Master of the
Programme requested everyone to come forward and plant the cake flags they had been
given when entering the hall. Each flag had been inscribed with the name of an institution
represented at the Function. The joy of taking the ownership of the Ceremony by planting
their flags on the cake was quite remarkable. The cake came to life with over 60 flags on
it! In the most joyful ambiance, the cake was cut and shared by all who said it was a very
innovative way of ‘having and eating’ the cake.
Releasing New Publications:
Four publications were released by the eminent guests on this auspicious occasion of the
35th Year of the Establishment of the Bahá’í Academy. They included the following:
I.

II.
III.
IV.

Education In Action (Vol. 2): Stories of Service Learning Activities and Projects
Carried Out by the Students of Education in Universal Human Values Programme
in Their Extended Families & Communities
A Set of Four new Brochures introducing the Education in Universal Human
Values programme and its courses
Understanding the Youth and Their Challenges: A Minor Research project
Undertaken by the Bahá’í Academy
A New CD of the Bahá’í Academy Songs in Marathi (New) by Dr Bharati
Vaishampayan (Shivaji University, Kolhapur) and English by Larry and Leona
Hosack (USA)

Presenting Certificates and Awards:
It was the time now to present Certificates and Awards
to the distinguished guests. Research being the
bedrock of the Academy’s work was highlighted by
presenting Certificates to Research Guides who were
present at the Function. This was followed by
presenting Collaboration Awards to Directors and
Principals of the Collaborating Institutions; and finally
presenting Consistency Awards to the Academy’s
long-standing collaborators. The names of the
recipients of these certificates and awards are
displayed elsewhere in this publication.
Before receiving their Certificates and Awards, the
awardees declared their action plans for 2017-18. The
Plans included training of teachers, students and administrative staff members, research,
organizing symposia and any other activity related to promoting Education in Universal
Human Values.

MoU Signing:
The Celebration provided an opportunity to sign a Memorandum of Understanding
between the Bahá’í Academy and Dadasaheb Bidkar Arts and Commerce College, Peth.
Principal Dr Raghunath Toche, a long standing associate of the Bahá’í Academy who has
recently moved to this tribal college decided that the benefit of the Education in
Universal Human Values programme should reach the students of that institution, too.
Hence a MoU was signed in the presence of all the dignitaries and assembled guests
between the Bahá’í Academy and Dadasaheb Bidkar Arts and Commerce College.
There were several other MoUs signed between the Bahá’í Academy and various colleges
prior to and after the Function.
“Man of Trees” Award:
One of the invitees to the Function was an associate of the Bahá’í Academy who has been
instrumental in planting over 50,000 trees in the past few years. He was Mr. Subhash
Dange, former Asst. Police Commissioner, Pune. The Academy presented him with the
“Man of Trees” Award. Mr. Dange spoke on this occasion and led the participants in the
tree planting programme after lunch.
Planting 35 Fruit Trees:
Following lunch all the participants, led by Mr. Subhash Dange preceded to a newly
developed ground at the Academy to plant 35 fruit trees. Some of the trees had been
brought by the participants from their respective institutions. Mr. Dange delivered a
motivational speech followed the tree planting. A map of the ground showed the trees
planted by each guest in specific spots. While planting trees, participants felt that their
connection with the Academy was further reinforced and lasting. The fruit trees included
Avocado, Custard Apple, Pomegranate, Mango, Sapodilla (Chikoo), Mulberry , Cashew nut
and Coconut.

